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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is designed to help students gain an awareness of the wide variety of churches and church-related contexts in both urban and rural areas as they specifically relate to children.  An examination of the spiritual needs of children in light of their physical, social, emotional and mental development is explored with the role of religious education in the church, the school, and the home being highlighted.

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the course, students will:

1. Develop a critical and sensitive approach to children’s ministry within church based contexts.

2. Learn effective ways on how to relate theological understanding to key church practices involving children.  

3. Be able to appraise a wide variety of ministry models, looking especially at ways in which the church participates in child development both within the local church confines and in the wider community. 

4. Be able to devise methods and strategies which would encourage churches to play a greater role in community based initiatives, as well as improving their programmes for children.
5. To explore the possibilities for a theology of childhood as an organizing principle for one’s own personal ministry with children and their families. 
6. To become familiar with age appropriate teaching and learning.
7. To articulate an understanding of “family’ (families within a congregation, families in the larger community, and the larger context of the family of God) and its role in nurturing children holistically
8. Identify practices, values, and ways of functioning that allow children and families to flourish in their life, in their faith, and in their service to others.
 

CONTENT 
The mission and ministry of the church for children including preaching, worship, evangelism, pastoral care, leadership and faith development, mentoring children, faith and moral development, effective ways of organizing bible study and other activities that enhance cognitive, physical, social-emotional development of children, counselling children about salvation, skills for equipping parents and leaders to talk to children about conversion, baptism, prayer, confession.

TEACHING METHODS

Lectures, group work, Discussions, Case studies, individual presentations will be used as teaching methods for this course

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

White board, whiteboard markers, video clips (when available), Laptop and LCD projector

COURSE ASSESSENT


Continuous Assessment Tests

40%


Final Exam



60%
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6. Bush, L. The 4/14 Window: Raising Up a New Generation to Transform the World. Compassion International, Canada, 2009
 

COURSE OUTLINE:

	Week
	        Topics

	Week 1
	· Introduction to the course 

· The nature of the child 

· The child in family, congregation, and community 

· What children need from adults 



	Week 2 & 4
	· Towards a theology of childhood

· Biblical concept of the church, qualities of the church and the task of the

             Church,  based on Mathew 28: 18

· Teaching and learning with children: Nurture & training 

· Identifying our own approaches to teaching and learning



	Week 5
	· Theological framework for Children: Nurture in O.T and N.T

· Role of scripture in nurture and the process  of spiritual growth 


	Week 6
	CAT

	Week 7 & 8
	· Ministry with children 

· The role of leadership 

· Identifying, training and retaining volunteer workers



	Week 9
	· The child at risk and the Community of Faith 

· Children and Families, church, and the Family of God



	Week 10
	· Responses to effective ministry to children at risk: Practicing mercy, piety, and justice.


	Week 11 & 12
	· Theories of spiritual development

· Spiritual needs of children as it relates to their physical, social, emotional and mental  development


	Week 13
	· Goals of Children Ministry 



	Week 14
	· Presentations 

	Week 15
	· Presentations

	Week 16
	· Sunday School Curriculum



	Week 17
	       Revision and exams
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